Making the Case: 2026 Ohio Early Childhood Conference – www.oaeyc.org/conference
Professional Development Request
Conference Overview
Event: 2026 Ohio Early Childhood Conference
Dates: April 23-25, 2026 – Can attend 1, 2 or 3 days
Location: Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, Ohio
Organizer: Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children (Ohio AEYC)
Summary
I am requesting approval to attend the 2026 Ohio Early Childhood Conference to enhance my professional skills, earn required hours/certificates, and bring valuable resources back to our program. This investment will directly benefit our students, families, and educational outcomes.
Professional Benefits
1. Ohio-Approved Professional Development Credits – Up to 22 hours
• Conference sessions provide state-approved education credits
• Helps maintain professional certifications and licensing requirements
• Demonstrates commitment to ongoing professional growth
2. Access to Latest Research & Best Practices
• Presentations from leading early childhood experts
• Interactive workshops on current child development research
• Evidence-based strategies for classroom implementation
3. Networking & Collaboration
• Connect with educators from across Ohio, the region, the country and even the world!
• Share challenges and solutions with peers
• Build professional relationships for ongoing support
4. New Tools & Resources
• Hands-on workshops with practical classroom applications
• Access to latest educational materials and technology
• Vendor exhibits showcasing innovative teaching resources
Direct Benefits to Our Program
Immediate Impact:
Enhanced Teaching Strategies: New approaches to child development and play-based learning
Improved Student Outcomes: Research-backed methods to support diverse learners
Resource Acquisition: Access to materials and tools not available locally
Long-term Value:
Staff Development: Knowledge sharing with colleagues upon return
Program Quality: Implementation of best practices learned at the conference
Professional Growth: Increased expertise directly impacting children’s education and development
Investment Details
Estimated Costs:
Registration: 
Ohio AEYC/NAEYC Members
$165 for 1 day; $245 for 2 or 3 days

Non-Members
$235 for 1 day; $315 for 2 or 3 days. 
We can add membership for only $72 per person to receive the member discount, which also adds a lot of additional benefits as well.

***Group discounts available - every 6th registration FREE***

Travel: Mileage to Sandusky, OH

Accommodation: Kalahari Rooms are only $169 for a double or only $189 for a kitchen and living room.  Other locations can be as low as $75 a night with free breakfast!

Meals: Any meals would be extra.
Cost-Saving Opportunities:
• Group registration discounts available
• Conference location within Ohio (reduced travel costs)
• Affordable hotel options

Return on Investment
Knowledge Transfer Plan:
1. Immediate Sharing: Present key takeaways to team within 2 weeks
2. Resource Distribution: Share materials and handouts with colleagues
3. Implementation Strategy: Develop an action plan for applying new methods
4. Follow-up Training: Conduct mini-sessions to train other staff
Measurable Outcomes:
• Professional development hours completed
• New strategies implemented in classroom
• Resources acquired and shared
• Improved student engagement metrics
Professional Development Goals Alignment
This conference directly supports our program's focus on:
Encouragement & Motivation: Renewed energy and fresh perspectives
Professional Development: Meeting state requirements for professional growth
Resource Enhancement: Access to new tools and materials
Best Practices: Implementation of research-based strategies
Conference Highlights
Speakers: National experts/presenters who are industry leaders sharing real-life research
Interactive Sessions: Hands-on workshops for immediate application
Networking Events: Professional connections and collaboration opportunities
Exhibits: Latest educational resources and technology
Renewal Activities: Professional rejuvenation and motivation
Request for Approval
I respectfully request approval to attend the 2026 Ohio Early Childhood Conference. This professional development opportunity will:
✓ Enhance my teaching effectiveness
✓ Provide required credit
✓ Bring valuable resources to our program
✓ Demonstrate our commitment to excellence
✓ Support our students' educational success
Next Steps:
1. Approval for attendance
2. Budget allocation discussion
3. Registration coordination
4. Travel arrangements
5. Knowledge sharing plan implementation
Contact Information
For questions or additional information about this request, please contact me to discuss how this professional development opportunity will benefit our program and students.
Conference Website: www.oaeyc.org/conference

This investment in professional development demonstrates our commitment to providing the highest quality early childhood education and staying current with best practices in the field.

Previous Attendee Comments:
“Attending the Ohio Early Childhood Conference offers a high-impact opportunity for professional growth with play-based practices, social-emotional learning, and leadership strategies. Early-bird registration and the ‘6th spot free’ group discount make this an efficient use of PD funds. Participation equipped us with fresh tools and insights to enrich our instructional approach and foster stronger connections with students and peers."

“This conference gave me a boost of confidence walking into the classroom. “
“The conference is a place where owners, admins, educators, and support staff all get to come together to work towards a better system and future for the youth.” 

“Attending the conference allows me to revitalize myself, challenge and applaud myself, and bond with my staff.”

“This conference was just the refresher I needed. I definitely learned new strategies! I loved the practical ideas and activities we got to engage in. I already have next years date in my calendar!” 
“The most fun you’ll have while participating in professional development.”

" We laughed, We cried, We learned " 
“Walked in an exhausted teacher and came out excited to get back in my classroom! The enthusiasm for this profession is contagious!”

“As a new Director, I left the Ohio Early Childhood Conference feeling inspired and motivated!”

“Three days of Education, Team Building, Networking, Laughter, Tears, and FUN!”
“The Ohio Early Childhood Conference is always amazing and I look forward to it every year.  I went once in 2007 when sent by my employer.  Then started going every year since.  I haven't missed a conference since, because it truly is the best experience!”

“The conference is the perfect refresher for our team.  It fills our bucket & provides an opportunity for us to learn, grow, and celebrate together.  Early childhood educators are a special group of individuals, and OAEYC does a tremendous job reminding educators how vital their role is in the development of children and supporting families!”

“I've been in the field over 25+ years and I must say the OAEYC conference is always one of my favorites!! The atmosphere is one you have to experience for yourself!! The energy it brings is unbelievable, and it's rejuvenating to be in a space with so many like-minded early childhood professionals!”

“I was able to bring my staff of 27 this year and it was a fabulous learning and team building experience!”

“It's a one stop shop! Our center becomes inspired, team builds, and gets in professional development hours all in one weekend!”

“I've been attending the OAEYC conference for almost a decade! I keep going back because there is nothing else out there like it. The celebration and appreciation of who we are as educators is refreshing and empowering. I always leave the conference feeling refreshed, valued, and like I can tackle any problem.“

Questions?  Reach out to Ohio AEYC staff at www.oaeyc.org
